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MEMBERSHIP

The Society consists of the following sections:

e Junior Candidates 3-5 years

* Candidates 5-7 years

*  Junior Members 7-11 years

*  Members 11-15 years

¢ Senior Members 15-21 years

* Townsend Members over 21 years. (This section of the society, known as the
Townsend Members Fellowship, is named after our founder, Mrs Mary Elizabeth
Townsend).

The enrolment of a member into each section will be determined by their age on 1" July
of preceding year of attendance.

Every member of the Society, after due preparation, and on being enrolled and having
made the promise appropriate to the group of which she becomes a member, shall
receive a membership card. As a member advances in age, she should be enrolled to the
following succeeding group, making the relevant promise. Members should, if possible,
be admitted during a GFS service in Church. Members do not require to be enrolled
each year, however they may renew their promise on an annual basis.

Junior Candidates, Candidates and Junior Members' Promise:
'T promise with God's help, to learn to love and serve our Lord Jesus Christ and to help
other people’

Members, Seniors and Townsend Members Promise

I .. ( Christian name) promise with God's help to grow in the knowledge and love of our
Lord Jesus Christ, to be regular in public and private prayer, and to promete friendship
and purity of life.

Keeping of Accounts

Annual audited accounts shall be kept and made available to the Revenue

Commissioners on request.
v
Signed @O&)Pa»br E
Vice-Chairperson

_un*ﬂ....ulm.u..m.w.w wf@

mmmznw: 2 /. b

Hon, Treasurer

Central Office
36 Upper Leeson Street
Dublin 4

SOLICITORS
O'Keefe & Moore

31 Molesworth Street
Dublin 2

REVISED 2009
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PROCEDURE

All Ireland Central Office: All administrative functions of the Society shall be carried
out at the Central Office currently located at 36 Upper Leeson Street, Dublin 4,
Central Council shall appoint an Administrator and if required an Assistant Administrator
to run the Central office on such terms and conditions of employment as may be agreed.
Minutes of the proceedings of every meeting including the Executive, Finance,
Procedures, House and all other meetings, shall be taken by the Administrator or the
Assistant Administrator and copied into a minute book and signed by the Chair or her
representative at the next succeeding meeting.

Declaration of Interest: All Council Members with an interest in a Committee must
declare this to the Central President and therefore absent themselves from the meeting
or the relevant part thereof.

Attendance at Meetings: The Central President shall have the power to invite persons,
not being members of Central Council to attend and address any meeting of the Council.

Elections: The election of Central Council officials: The Central President, Vice
Presidents, Hon. Treasurer, All Heads of Departments (except GFS Overseas), 6FS
Project, House and Finance Committee shall retire triennially, but be eligible for one
further three year period, the exception being the House Committee, The results of
these triennial elections shall be declared at the May Council of that year, after an
unsigned postal vote by all Council members,

Before elections the Central Office shall send out a nomination paper to every voting
member of the Central Council. Nominators shall give the name, diocese, branch and
office of the person nominated together with a short pen picture giving brief details,
having ascertained their willingness to serve. Each paper must be signed by the
nominator and returned to the Central Office. The President shall have the power to add
to this list if sufficient nominations have not been received.

Finance: The financial year shall be from 1*" January to 31°" December, Diocesan
reports and annual dues shall be sent to the Central Office by 31 May.

The working expenses of Central Office shall be paid out of Central funds, and Diocesan
expenses out of Diocesan funds.

Central Chaplain: Central Council shall appoint a Central Chaplain who conduct
services on behalf of the Society when requested, including Commission Services. The
Chaplain should be available to address any pastoral needs which may arise within the
Society, (including those resident in GFS House accommodation).

Diocesan reports, shall be forwarded to the Central office by 31" May each
year. Subscriptions for Diocesan funds shall be retained by the Diocesan
Treasurer to cover Diocesan expenses.

5. The Diocesan Missionary and Project Secretary shall forward before the 3157
May each year all monies collected during the year for Missionary and Project
work to the All Ireland Secretaries of Missions and Projects.

&.F.S. BRANCHES
Branches may be Parochial or Diocesan

1 Parochial branches may only be established with the approval of the Diocesan
President and the Rector of the Parish, who is Patron of the Branch. Central
Office provides a small start up grant,

2. A Diocesan Branch may provide for senior members when there is not a Branch in
their own Parish,

All leaders must be members of the Church of Ireland, or of a church in communion
therewith, or with the consent of the Rector, others may be appointed. They should be
commissioned at a Church Service when they make the GFS Members' Promise and
receive a Leaders Card issued and signed by the Diocesan President. All leaders must
receive relevant training.

Where a dispute or other issue arises out of the running or closure of a branch, the
parties to the dispute or issue may, by mutual agreement, refer the matter to the
branch President or branch Secretary, where the former does not exist. Failing that, it
will be brought to the Rector and ultimately to the Diocesan President to enter into a
process of conciliation, mediation or such other process of reconciliation or resolution as
deemed appropriate, If the parties are not in agreement after this process a committee
of three Diccesan Presidents will be chosen by the Central President, and, in
consultation with the bishop or his representative, act as final arbitrators in the matter.

Every member, in all sections shall be enrolled and shall pay an annual subscription to the
Society, the amount to be decided from time to time by Central Council, and she is
entitled to wear the 6.F.S. uniform.

Further directions for organising and running a branch may be found in the current
Leaders' Handbook.
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THE TRUSTEES

Central Trustees, nominated by Central Council, shall held the property of the
Society as nominees of the Society.

The number of Central Trustees shall be not more than five and not less than
three.

Central Trustees shall be ex-officio members of the Finance Committee and of
Central Council.

Central Council may by a resolution passed by a majority of not less than two
thirds of the voting members of Central Council present in person, remove
and/or replace all or any of the Central Trustees.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

This Committee shall be responsible for the financial business of the Society,
subject to ratification by Central Council.

This Committee shall consist of all Diocesan Presidents together with not more
than seven, and not less than five, members of Central Council. Members are
elected triennially by Central Council with an option to serve one additional

consecutive term,

This Committee through the Hon, Treasurer shall present a statement of the
financial condition of the Society to the Central Council, at least once a year.

The Committee may recommend investments to be made by the Society.

The Committee may recommend annual budgets to all committees and may have
the power 1o allocate extra funding when necessary.

The Committee shall review expenses and salaries annually.

The Committee shall appoint auditors, such appointment to be ratified by Central
Council.

The Committee shall meet at least twice a year.

The Central President may invite others to join this Committee.

PROCEDURES COMMITTEE

This Committee will make recemmendations to Central Council regarding the
general updating of the Society's training and programmes.

This Committee shall consist of:

* Central President
+ Nine elected GFS members

This Committee shall be elected triennially by Central Council with powers to co-
opt should a vacancy arise.

The Central President may invite others to join this Committee.

HOUSE COMMITTEE

GFS House accommodation shall not be started or closed without the consent of
the Central Council.

6.F.S House regulations shall not be altered without the consent of Central
Council.

The House Committee shall consist of:
s Central President
s Head of House (Chair) - Elected by Central Council
s G&.F.5. Chaplain
» Treasurer of House - Elected by House Committee
» 10 elected 6.F.5. members.

This Committee shall be elected triennially by Central Council with power to co-
opt to fill a vacancy.

The Committee may recommend the appointment or dismissal of the Warden to
Central Council. The Warden may not be a member of the Committee but may be
invited fo attend meetings.

The Head of the House or a representative of the House Committee shall
present reports to Central Council.

The Treasurer of the House shall present Annual Accounts to the Finance
Committee and Central Council.



