St Columba’s Hospital Hazaribag India
Note: 'Leaders please add this information and the following
pictures to your Mission Badge Resource Pack'

Here are some photographs taken by Canon Stuart Lloyd during his
recent visit to the hospital. Report from the Church of Ireland Gazette.
St Columba’s Hospital India has ‘great potential’ says Canon Stuart
Lloyd after a recent visit there.
He explained: “In this regard they have been encouraged by what has
happened at another mission hospital in the diocese – St Barnabas in Ranchi.
This hospital was at a very low ebb but a development strategy has resulted
in 40 doctors, most of them Christian, now being based part-time on the site
and offering clinics over a range of disciplines.”
“The board at St Columba’s Hospital, which includes some of the core group
from Ranchi, hopes to emulate the strategy from St Barnabas and already a
start has been made.”
Stuart said that the upgrading of basic facilities is part of this and money
from Ireland has recently greatly improved the water and electricity supply
throughout the hospital. Modern equipment is needed to attract doctors and
some of this was installed in the operating theatre during Stuart and Ian’s
visit.
“St Columba’s Hospital has a wonderful site with great potential, it has a
history that gives it respect in the local community and now there is a
determined group of people with a plan to rejuvenate its life,” Stuart said
he’s “Thankful of support in the past and support of all those associated with
the hospital now, given the many challenges ahead. I would value the
continued prayer and financial giving of people in Ireland and especially those
in Connor Diocese as we seek to improve the facilities at St Columba’s
Hospital India.

The hospital was established in 1892 as part of the Dublin University
Mission to Chotanagpur. The Irish link has continued for more than 120
years and is fostered especially in Northern Ireland by the Friends of St
Columba’s Hospital.
The ‘Friends’ continue to encourage support for the hospital and thus the
annual appeal. From monies donated in 2015 the Friends have been able to
send £13,000 to the hospital in 2016 – much of which was given by people
in Connor diocese.
Reflecting on his visit, Stuart said: “For some years there has been a
contraction in the work of the hospital caused mainly by the difficulty of
attracting doctors. With this and with the retirement of some who had served
the hospital for a lifetime the future of the hospital was in the balance.”
Following on from the visit, Stuart now reports that the Diocese of
Chotanagpur has taken a renewed interest in the hospital and a new board,
administrator and medical director are determined to turn around the life of
the hospital.
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Note: great to see a pictures of the ladies outside their new home.
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Thank you to Canon Stuart Lloyd for bringing this information and for
constantly being in touch. It is good to know that St. Columba’s has great
potential. This special place has been a GFS Ireland mission all over the
years for which Shirley and Dr Pushpa have written a letter of appreciation.
Their new home looks very nice. Adjusting to retirement has to have been
enormous, having worked selflessly for so long in the hospital. May they and
St. Columba’s be richly blessed. Sylvia.

